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MEASURE O FUNDED PROJECTS MAKE PROGRESS 

Your Measure O Tax Dollars at Work
One of the biggest projects underway with 
Measure O funds is the replacement of the 
aging Aquatic and Community Centers at 
Heather Farm Park.  Before construction of 
the new centers begins, work is underway to 
improve the Heather Farm Pond and Nature 
Lake. The project team has made significant 
progress in recent weeks. The pond has been 
fully drained, and crews are currently removing 
material in preparation for structural backfill, 
which will support the foundation of the future 
community center building. The nature lake 
will be expanding by shifting the shoreline and 

creating a more natural habitat.
Lights have now been installed at Tice Ball 
Field, with LED fixtures placed on the tops of 
poles to illuminate the field for athletic play. 
The LED fixtures allow for the light to be 
directed precisely at the field, minimizing the 
impact for the surrounding areas.
In another Measure O funded project, the 
Heather Farm Park Sports Fields 1 and 2 will be 
getting synthetic turf to provide a high-quality 

playing surface. That should be completed by 
the end of November.
Other items that will continue to be funded 
include a dedicated downtown Police 
Department patrol, a crime prevention 
specialist, extended library hours, additional 
school crossing guards, homeless services, 
support for the Lesher Center strategic plan, a 
sustainability analyst and a variety of economic 
development projects.

HEATHER FARM PARK PROJECT WORK UNDERWAY LIGHTS ON AT TICE BALL FIELD

Join us in honoring 
Veterans on Tuesday, 
November 11
One of the City’s most cherished traditions 
is to offer thanks to the many Walnut Creek 
residents who have served on behalf of our 
Country with a special ceremony at the Lesher 
Center for the Arts. Mayor Cindy Darling will 
host this free event beginning at 11:00 a.m.  
Any Walnut Creek resident, veteran or not, is 
welcome to attend.

E-bike Safety Campaign Charges Ahead
It’s hard to walk or drive anywhere in Walnut Creek without seeing people, mostly teens, zipping 
by on electric bikes known as “e-bikes.” Unfortunately, they’re not always being ridden where 
they should be, and not all users are paying attention to their own safety as well as the safety of 
those around them.  The Walnut Creek Police Department has launched a campaign to improve 
e-bike safety by working on education, engineering and enforcement
to address community concerns. They hosted a bike rodeo in
the parking lot at Civic Park in July to kick it off and had
an information booth on safety at National Night Out in
August.  This fall, the City will work with local schools
to educate students on e-bikes and regular bike safety.
Bike riders must follow traffic laws like any
other vehicle. Our main goal is to ensure
that no one gets hurt.

www.walnutcreekca.gov

http://www.walnutcreekca.gov
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HIGHLIGHTS
Check cable listings or walnutcreektv.
org for the full schedule of shows, scan 
the QR code.
For original programming, community 
events and more, visit the City’s 
YouTube channel at YouTube.
com/CityofWalnutCreek. 
You can now also watch City 
programming on demand. WCTV 
is on Roku, Amazon Firestick and 
Apple TV. Search Walnut Creek TV on each 
site for a full list of programming from the City 
of Walnut Creek. 

Exciting developments 
at Heather Farm and Tice 
Valley Park
Work is underway to install two artificial 
turf fields at Heather Farm Park, and the 
pond at Heather 
Farm has been 
temporarily drained 
as part of the 
project to improve 
the Aquatics 
and Community 
Centers area of the 
park. And lights are up at Tice Valley Park. 
You can see video of these projects, which 
have been largely funded by Measure O.

High School Sports
Coming up is the Battle of the Creek, 
with football teams from Las Lomas and 
Northgate facing off.

Aquanuts in Action
The popular and talented “Aquanuts” held 
their Fall Swim Show at the Clarke Swim 
Center at Heather Farm at the end of 
August. The theme was “All You Need Is 
Love.”

Messages from the Mayor
Each month, the City’s Mayor provides a 
video community update, sharing the latest 
news and information. Mayor Cindy Darling 
carries on this tradition. Find out what’s 
happening in Walnut Creek by checking out 
the Mayor’s Report.

Public Meetings
Catch recent City Council meetings, as 
well as those of our many commissions, 
including the Planning, Design Review, 
Arts, Transportation, and Parks, Recreation 
and Open Space Commissions. Our 
public meetings are also broadcast live 
on YouTube, Walnut Creek TV, and on the 
City’s website.

Here’s what’s happening
ARTS + REC

COMMUNITY ARTS PRESCHOOL 
Join us for the 2025-2026 school year! At the Center for Community Arts, we 
believe that a child’s work is play. Our experienced and caring teachers provide 
child-centered, play-based, and arts-integrated experiences in a number of options 
for your child, including Twos, Threes, Fours, Mixed Age, and TK classes. We 
have locations at Shadelands, Heather Farm Park, and Civic Park. Learn more at 
CommunityArts.org/preschool or by calling (925) 943-5846.  

Art Focused: Our process-based art program encourages children to explore
materials, express themselves, and build confidence through hands-on experiences. 
Play Based : We provide children with a balanced, arts-integrated curriculum where
their ideas and interests help shape their learning each day.  
Social Emotional Learning: We foster creativity, independence, and strong peer
connections through art, while supporting social-emotional growth with empathy and 
guidance. 

Fall into Fun with Walnut Creek Arts + Rec
Registration is now open for Fall Camps and classes 
for all ages. From coding robots and Ninja Camp 
to adult ceramics, youth dance, watercolor workshops, and more—there’s 
something for everyone.  
Fall Camps fill fast, so don’t wait. View the full lineup in the Fall 2025 Guide 
and register online or contact our Customer Service Team at 925-295-1490 or 
artsrec@walnut-creek.org for help.  
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SFJAZZ @ THE LESHER CENTER
SFJAZZ is excited to partner with Diablo Regional Arts Association and the Lesher 
Headliners Series on its first-ever season of concert events in Contra Costa County.

LESHER CENTER FOR THE ARTS 

Branford Marsalis Quartet
October 8, 7:30 PM - 9:30 PM  | Lesher Center for the Arts

Celebrated jazz ensemble led by revered saxophonist 
Branford Marsalis.

The Kenny Barron Trio 
featuring Tyreek McDole 
January 10, 2026 7:30 PM - 9:30 PM | 
Lesher Center for the Arts 
Barron is 
one of the 
top jazz 
pianists in 
the world 
(Los Angeles Times)

Madeleine Peyroux 
February 21, 2026 7:30 PM - 9:30 PM | 
Lesher Center for the Arts 

American 
singer & 
songwriter with 
a unique blend 
of jazz, blues, 
and folk

Sarah McKenzie 
March 20, 2026 7:30 PM - 9:30 PM | 
Lesher Center for the Arts 
Australian jazz 
singer, pianist, 
composer, 
and arranger 
returns to the 
Lesher Center!

Gerald Clayton 
April 18, 2026 7:30 PM - 9:30 PM | 
Lesher Center for the Arts
Six-time GRAMMY nominee 
ranks 
among the 
very best 
pianists 
of his 
generation.

CENTER REP
Join us for the 2025-2026 
Center REP season
Center REP’s 58th season invites audiences 
on a thrilling journey -- from a historic 
Broadway theater circa 1922, through 
Victorian London, to today’s suburban 
family dinner table -- Single tickets and 
4-show packages are available now. Visit
CenterREP.org for details.

Indecent 
September 7 - 28 

The Woman in 
Black 
November 5 - 23

A Christmas Carol 
December 10 – 21

Lost in Yonkers 
March 29 - April 19, 
2026

Alanis Morissette’s Jagged Little Pill: 
The Musical 
May 31 - June 28, 2026

CENTER FOR COMMUNITY ARTS 
Handcrafted Holiday Sale  
December 6 & 7, 10 AM - 4 PM

Vendor Applications Open!  Through September 1

The Handcrafted Hoilday Sale returns to Shadelands Art 
Center at 111 N. Wiget Lane for a weekend of holiday 
shopping. Vendor applications are available through 
Sept. 1 for Community Arts students and teaching artists. 
Visit communityarts.org/handcrafted for more info.

BEDFORD GALLERY
Beyond Color: The Language of Black and White 
Catch it before it closes September 14! 

Beyond Color: The Language of Black and White explores 
the expressive power of artwork rendered exclusively in 
black and white. Showcasing diverse work across mediums, 
Beyond Color highlights how artists harness stark contrasts.

Observations of a Still Life 
September 27 – December 14 

Opening September 27 is Observations of a Still 
Life. Artists in this exhibition deftly navigate our 
chaotic environment, transforming ordinary items 
into objects of curiosity and, at times, obsession. 
As always, entry to Bedford Gallery is “Pay what 
you can.” Visit BedfordGallery.org for details.

SETTING SUN,  
COURTESY OF ROBERT MINERVINI
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Police Chief Jamie Knox to Retire
Chief Jamie Knox has announced his 
retirement as Chief of Police for the City of 
Walnut Creek, effective at the end of 2025. 
Chief Knox will conclude a distinguished 
career spanning more than 30 years in law 
enforcement, including four and a half years 
at the helm of the Walnut Creek Police 
Department.
Since his appointment in 2021, Chief Knox 
has led the department through a period of 
innovation and transformation. Under his 
leadership, Walnut Creek PD became one of 
the first agencies in California to adopt the 
nationally recognized Active Bystandership 
for Law Enforcement (ABLE) program, 
which empowers officers to prevent 
misconduct and promote officer wellness.
Chief Knox also launched the department’s 
Professional Standards and Training Unit, 
modernized recruitment efforts through 

a comprehensive branding campaign, 
introduced drone technology for critical 
incident response, and added a bomb 
detection K9 to the regional Bomb Team. 
His tenure saw the addition of five full-time 
officers and a Crime Prevention Specialist, 
bolstering community safety and department 
readiness.
Throughout his career, Chief Knox has been 
a forward-thinking, community-focused 
leader. He expanded the Chief’s Community 
Advisory Board, giving residents, business 
owners, and youth leaders a stronger voice 
in public safety, and consistently prioritized 
transparency and collaboration between the 
department and the community. He also 
worked to improve hate crimes reporting 
throughout the state.  
“Serving as Walnut Creek’s Police Chief has 
been the honor of a lifetime,” said Knox. 

“I’m proud of what we’ve accomplished 
together and grateful for the dedication of 
the men and women of this department and 
the support of our community.”

Walnut Creek is currently recruiting for the 
next Police Chief.

City Council 
Encouraging Outdoor 
Dining Areas
The City Council has approved a $100,000 incentive 
program to support the creation of more inviting and 
vibrant outdoor dining areas. Downtown restaurants 
are invited to apply. 

With more than 120 restaurants and more than six 
million visitors each year, Downtown Walnut Creek 
is already a destination. This program is about 
making it even better for our community and local 
businesses. Visit walnutcreekca.gov/podgrant for 
details and to apply.

Walnut Creek on Ice 
returns for Season 20
Season 20 of Walnut 
Creek on Ice kicks 
off November 21, 
celebrating 20 years 
of winter magic in 
Civic Park, with 
the area’s largest 
outdoor ice rink and 
the only ice slide in 
the Bay Area. 

The anniversary 
season will run 
through January 16, 
and all of the favorite features will be back, including 
the opportunity to rent the ice rink for private events all 
season long. 

Visit WalnutCreekOnIce.com for details and tickets.
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City Council Adopts Budget for 
Fiscal Years 2026 and 2027
In June, the Walnut Creek City Council 
adopted a budget that covers the following 
two fiscal years. The new budget includes 
more than $300 million in spending over the 
next two fiscal years which began on July 1. 

Adopting the biennial budget took 
collaboration with the Council, staff, and 
our residents, as this has been a more 
challenging time financially. Just as with 
many of our residents, the City has also 
been affected by unavoidable cost increases, 
such as utilities and insurance costs, as well 
as inflationary pressures to departmental 
operations. The new budget strategically 

Apply for Walnut Creek Civic Pride Grants 
The Walnut Creek Civic Pride Foundation 
is now accepting applications for its 2025 
Community Grant Program. Ranging 
from $250 to $3,500, the grants will be for 
community-based recreation, cultural or 
educational programs and services provided 
by Walnut Creek non-profits. 

The online grant application system is available through the Civic Pride website, 
WCCivicPride.org. Application deadline is October 15, 2025.

allocates resources for continued 
advancement of City Council priorities and 
delivery of high levels of City services and 
operations, and although some reductions 
were made, they will have minimal impact 
on our residents. Thanks in large part to the 
voter-approved Measure O, some of our 
biggest projects and services will continue to 
make progress.

The City doesn’t spend more than it earns, 
and establishes a comprehensive financial 
plan that furthers Walnut Creek’s mission, 
vision and values while maintaining its strong 
fiscal health.  

“Legends & Lore”  Fall Pops 
Concert October 14 
Mark your calendar for October 14 beginning 
at 7:00 p.m. when the Walnut Creek Concert 
Band brings “Legends & Lore” to the Lesher 
Center for the Arts. The band will conjure a 
magical evening of music inspired by epic tales 
of fantasy and myth, including selections from 
Lord of the Rings and Harry Potter. Tickets are 
on sale now at LesherArtsCenter.org.
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To Volunteer/Donate
www.walnut-creek.org/service

SAVE THE DATE

Donate
Grocery Stores
Neighborhoods

Community Sites
Schools

Rossmoor
Online

Volunteer
Food Collection

Donation Sorting
Logistics
Support

Week of September 20-27
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Countywide Transportation 
Plan to be Updated

THE CONTRA COSTA TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY, ALSO KNOWN AS 
CCTA, is updating its Countywide Transportation Plan and is hoping to hear from 
residents. Whether you drive, bike, walk, ride transit or scoot around the City and 

County, CCTA wants input from as many people as possible. 
On the CCTA website, you can step inside a new 3D Online Open House to see what 
tomorrow’s transportation improvements could look like in our own neighborhoods. 
There is a quick survey on the website, and the feedback received will guide 25 years of 
transportation investments and solutions. Visit OpenHouse.CCTA.net to take the virtual 
tour and the survey.

OKTOBERFEST  
IS JUST AROUND 
THE CORNER
On September 26 and 27, Civic Park 
will be overflowing with beer, brats 
and Bavarian vibes as the Downtown 
Walnut Creek Association hosts its 
festive fall tradition. Admission to 
Oktoberfest is free, and there will be 
a variety of family-friendly projects, 
including a petting zoo, minigolf, 
inflatables and a giant slide. 

Find out times and details at 
walnutcreekdowntown.com.

Meet Wally, the City’s 
virtual assistant
If you use our City website frequently, you 
may have noticed something new in the 
bottom right-hand corner of our web pages. 
It’s a chatbot, or virtual assistant. If you’re 
searching for something on our website 
and can’t find it, just click on the virtual 
assistant logo and ask your question. It will 
connect you to the right location and save 
you time having to call into City offices to 
track something down online. The chatbot 
has been given the name Wally, and many 
residents are using it frequently to get easy 
access to our webpages. Give it a try the 
next time you are using our website.
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“Made in the Shade” Fall Festival, November 2
Enjoy a day with family and friends at Made 
in the Shade, Sunday, November 2, 11:00 
a.m -2:00 p.m., held on the grounds of the
Shadelands SportsMall, 2640 Shadelands
Drive. This popular, all-community fall
festival, hosted by Shadelands Walnut
Creek, showcases the dynamic Shadelands
community and draws thousands of festival
attendees annually from local and regional
neighborhoods.

Free and family-friendly, Made in the Shade 
will feature live music, food trucks, ice 
cream, craft beer, exhibitors, giveaways, 
demonstrations, and sports activities for all 
ages, including yoga, soccer, gymnastics, 
basketball, taekwondo, and batting cages. 
Local taproom Calicraft Brewing Co. will 
bring its best microbrews and spritzers to the 

table and the Shadelands SportsMall will be 
open to all visitors. Shadelands businesses 
and nonprofits are invited to showcase 
their organizations with an exhibitor table; 
exhibitor logos and website links appear on 
the Made in the Shade webpage. Visit Made 
in the Shade at VisitShadelands.com/made-
shade for more information and to register as 
an exhibitor.

http://VisitShadelands.com/made-shade
http://VisitShadelands.com/made-shade
http://walnutcreekdowntown.com
http://OpenHouse.CCTA.net
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2025 TRAILS CHALLENGE:

EXPLORE THE EAST 
BAY’S BEST VIEWS
THE EAST BAY REGIONAL PARK DISTRICT’S TRAILS CHALLENGE 

program offers one-of-a-kind views of the East Bay. This year’s highlights 
include 360-degree views from Tilden’s Vollmer Peak, peaceful valleys on 

Sunol’s Canyon View Trail, sweeping vistas from Carquinez’s Overlook Loop, 
rolling hills at Garin’s Vista Peak Loop, tranquil waters along Contra Loma’s 
Lake View Trail, and hillside panoramas from Morgan Territory’s Lost Lens Cap 
Overlook. A nearby Trails Challenge hike with great views includes panoramic views 
of Mount Diablo from Briones Regional Park’s Lafayette Ridge Staging Area. 
Complete any five trails or 26.2 total miles to earn a commemorative pin (while 
supplies last). The free Trails Challenge guidebook features 20 trails  
for all abilities. Download the guidebook and get started at ebparks.org/TrailsChallenge.  

Leave Gas-Powered Leaf Blowers Behind
While fall paints the landscape with vibrant 
colors, leaves begin to pile onto lawns, 
sidewalks, streets, and more. It’s in this 
season that gas-powered leaf blowers are more 
commonly used. When used, they emit toxic 
pollutants into the air that are dangerous for 
our health and the environment.  
Gas-powered leaf blowers emit hydrocarbons, 
particulates, and carcinogens into the air that 
can cause health problems for anyone nearby. 
Research has connected these pollutants to 
higher asthma rates, respiratory problems, and 
cardiovascular disease. So, while it’s tempting 
to clear your fallen leaves, doing so with a 
gas-powered leaf blower may be negatively 
impacting your health and your surroundings.  
Switching to an electric leaf blower or rake are 

both healthier alternatives when clearing fallen 
leaves. Where possible, choosing to leave the 
leaves on the ground also creates a blanket 
of leaf litter in your yard or garden. This can 
provide shelter for local pollinators, enrich 
your soil quality, prevent weeds, and keep 
moisture in the ground – which is especially 
helpful in our dry California climate. 
The City of Walnut Creek is considering 
a Gas-Powered Leaf Blower Ban this fall 
to encourage the switch to non-polluting 
equipment and improve environmental and 
public health in the city. To find out more 
about this policy, visit the City’s Gas-Powered 
Leaf Blower webpage at walnutcreekca.gov/
government/departments/e-c-o-sustainability/
leaf-blowers.  

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION  BY CHUCK TODD

Transform your lawn 
and get paid for it
Looking to save water, support local wildlife, 
and cut down on your water bill? Your water 
district has resources to help you transform 
your lawn into a water-wise oasis. 
The East Bay Municipal Utility District 
(EBMUD) is offering rebates of up to $2,000 
for single-family homes and $15,000 for 
commercial or multi-family properties that 
transition their gardens, yards, or property 
into a water-saving landscape. The Contra 
Costa Water District also offers its own 
rebate program, providing up to $2,000 
for residential lawn conversions and up 
to $20,000 for commercial and municipal 
properties. 
To aid with the transition, EBMUD is also 
covering the cost of a two-hour consultation 
with a professional landscape designer 
who can help you choose the right plants 
and layout for your space. To learn more 
and apply, visit ebmud.com/watersmart-
gardener. 
For garden inspiration, there are both in-
person and online resources available to the 
public. The “Bringing Back the Natives Tour” 
and “EBMUD’s Sustainable Landscape 
Map” both offer in-person opportunities to 
experience and learn more about water-wise 
landscaping. The Calscape Garden Planner 
also offers a fun and helpful quiz to help you 
imagine a garden that fits your local climate 
and preferences. Each of these resources 
promotes choosing native plants for your 
yard as they can help you save on water and 
attract local pollinators. 
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KNOW YOUR WALNUT CREEK PARKS: 

LARKEY PARK  
AND SWIM CENTER

NESTLED AT THE CORNER OF BUENA VISTA AVENUE AND First 
Avenue, Larkey Park encompasses 13 acres and has a wide variety of 
amenities.  There are two playgrounds, one for kids up to age 5, and the 

other for kids ages 5 to 12. There are picnic 
areas with some requiring reservations and 
others available that are non-reservable, 
as well as several BBQ pits. There are two 
horseshoe pits, two volleyball courts and 
four tennis courts, plus a basketball court.   
Larkey is home to one of the City’s two 
swim centers, with not only the main 
swimming pool, but a splash pad area 
for kids that is terrific on a hot day. The 
location is ideal for many reasons. There are trail connections, and the park is 
home to the Lindsay Wildlife Experience and the Model Train Museum.
Open from dawn to dusk with plenty of parking, Larkey Park truly has 
something for everyone. 

1666  North Main Street
Walnut Creek, CA 94596
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CITY COUNCIL
Mayor Cindy Darling
Mayor Pro Tem Kevin Wilk
Craig DeVinney
Matt Francois
Cindy Silva
For an appointment, call 925-256-3504

CITY TREASURER
Ronald Cassano

EXECUTIVE TEAM
Dan Buckshi, City Manager

Steve Mattas, City Attorney

Suzie Martinez, City Clerk

Charles Ching, Assistant City Manager

Kirsten LaCasse, Administrative Services Director

Carolyn Jackson, Interim Arts and Recreation 
Director 

Erika Vandenbrande, Community Development 
Director

Trish Raver, Human Resources Director

Jamie Knox, Chief of Police

Rich Payne, Public Works Director

Betsy Burkhart, Communications Manager

ABOUT THIS NEWSLETTER
The Nutshell Newsletter is published  
quarterly. For questions and comments, 
contact editor Betsy Burkhart, 
925-943-5895 or burkhart@walnut-creek.org

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA!
facebook.com/cityofwalnutcreek
twitter.com/walnutcreekgov
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