
 

C H A P T E R  8  

Implementation 

The purpose of the general plan is to serve as 
an effective guide for orderly growth, devel-
opment, preservation, and conservation of 
open-space land and natural resources, and 
the efficient expenditure of public funds relat-
ing to the subjects addressed in the plan.  
Therefore, Government Code §65400 requires 
the council to consider and adopt an Imple-
mentation Plan.  The State also requires an an-
nual report to the City Council, the State Office 
of Planning and Research, and the State De-
partment of Housing and Community D
opment on the status of the plan and progre
in its implementation. 

This chapter assembles all of the actions in the 
general plan into the table below, and indi-
cates the department or agency responsible for 
implementing each action and the timeframe 
during which action is expected.  It is impor-
tant to note that actual department work pro-
grams are established every two years through 
the City’s budgeting process.  Progress to-
wards achieving these action items will be in-
fluenced by the availability of resources and 
are subject to change.  Implementation of some 
action items require cooperation with outside 
agencies or groups.

evel-
ss 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Implementation Timeframes (or as resources allow) 

Short-term = by 2009 
Mid-term   = by 2015 
Long Term = by 2025 
 

Departments 
All = All Departments ARCS=Arts, Recreation, Community Services 
ASD=Administrative Services CDD = Community Development 
CM=City Manager PD=Police 
PS = Public Services 

 

Chapter Action 
Number Action Responsible 

Department Timeframe 

Chapter 2, Quality of Life 

2 1.1.1. Through the City’s review processes, and consistent with existing 
neighborhood character, encourage high-quality residential de-
sign. 

CDD Ongoing 

2 1.2.1. As demographic changes occur in specific neighborhoods, adjust 
community services and facilitate appropriate retail services. 

All Ongoing 

2 1.1.2. Consider strengthening the development regulations established 
under the Oversize Home Ordinance so that new homes and ma-
jor additions in existing single-family neighborhoods are com-
patible with surrounding homes. 

CDD Short-term 
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Chapter 8, Implementation 

Chapter Action 
Number Action Responsible 

Department Timeframe 

2 1.3.1. Coordinate with other responsible agencies such as school dis-
tricts and County libraries for review and comment on City or 
agency plans and development projects in the city that may affect 
demand for service. 

 PS, CDD Ongoing 

2 1.1.3 Through the City’s review processes, address issues of privacy, 
proximity, orientation, and view. 

CDD Ongoing 

2 1.4.1. Determine appropriate transitional tools, such as design guide-
lines and zoning overlay districts, where the General Plan Land 
Use designation differs on adjacent properties. 

CDD Ongoing 

2 1.5.1. For the Almond-Shuey neighborhood, promote compatibility of 
new development or redevelopment within the neighborhood 
and along its perimeter. 

CDD Short-term 

2 1.5.2 Study ways to preserve the character of the Eichler homes in Ran-
cho San Miguel. 

CDD Mid-term 

2 2.1.2. Support a balanced expansion of specialty retail in the down-
town. 

CDD Ongoing 

2 2.3.1. Work with the Downtown Business Association, Chamber of 
Commerce, and other business organizations to enhance the suc-
cess of downtown businesses. 

All Ongoing 

2 2.3.1. Work with the Downtown Business Association, Chamber of 
Commerce, and other business organizations to enhance the suc-
cess of downtown businesses. 

CDD Ongoing 

2 2.1.3. Work with owners, managers, and employers in the shopping, 
entertainment, arts, dining, hotel, recreation, and nightlife sectors 
in promoting cooperative ways of marketing and doing business. 

CDD Ongoing 

2 2.1.4. Promote tourism and day visits to the city. CDD Ongoing 

2 2.1.5. Attract a small, fashionable hotel and conference facility to the 
downtown. 

CDD Ongoing 

2 2.6.1. Encourage the development of high-quality small professional 
office spaces, including in a mixed-use setting. 

CDD Ongoing 

2 2.7.1. Monitor retail sales tax within the city. ASD Ongoing 

2 3.1.1 Encourage public/private partnerships. All Ongoing 

2 3.1.2. Cooperate with the business community on  promotional 
activities.  

All Ongoing 

2 3.1.3. Involve the business community when developing area plans, 
specific plans, and precise plans. 

CDD Ongoing 

2 3.1.4. Work in cooperation with the Downtown Business Association, 
Chamber of Commerce, and other business organizations. 

All Ongoing 

2 3.1.5. Encourage the formation of business organizations to represent 
businesses at the Shadelands Business Park and those along 
North Main Street north of Ygnacio Valley Road. 

CDD Short-term 

2 4.1.1. Consider creating an arts district downtown. CDD, ARCS Mid-term 
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Chapter 8, Implementation 

Chapter Action 
Number Action Responsible 

Department Timeframe 

2 6.1.1. Along upper North Main Street, work collaboratively with auto 
dealers, business owners, and property owners to facilitate prop-
erty improvements that support City goals. 

CDD Ongoing 

2 7.3.1. Encourage and assist the development of adequate, affordable, 
and high-quality childcare throughout Walnut Creek. 

CDD Ongoing 

2 7.4.1. Involve youth in planning for youth services and programs. ARCS Ongoing 

2 7.3.2. Assist extended-day childcare providers to obtain additional 
space on or near elementary and middle school facilities serving 
Walnut Creek students. 

CDD Ongoing 

2 7.5.1. Pursue partnerships with local healthcare and service organiza-
tions to provide health, leisure, recreational and other programs 
and services to meet the needs of Walnut Creek’s seniors. 

ARCS Ongoing 

2 7.4.2. Plan youth facilities and programs in locations accessible by tran-
sit, or close to schools and bicycle trails. 

ARCS Ongoing 

2 7.3.3. Consider establishing City-operated childcare programs and fa-
cilities. 

ARCS Ongoing 

2 7.6.1 Co-sponsor multigenerational programs between schools, youth 
organizations, the Senior Center, senior living facilities, and 
Rossmoor. 

ARCS Ongoing 

2 7.5.2. Promote the provision of safe, affordable, high-quality adult care 
facilities and services to families who live or work in Walnut 
Creek. 

ARCS Ongoing 

2 7.4.3. Encourage youth involvement in such programs as the Youth 
Council, RealWC, and Police Explorer. 

ARCS Ongoing 

2 7.3.4. Encourage developers to include childcare programs and/or fa-
cilities in large commercial and residential developments. 

CDD Ongoing 

2 7.4.4. Work with businesses to make available safe, youth-oriented ven-
ues. 

ARCS Ongoing 

2 7.3.5. Encourage establishing childcare centers near the Walnut Creek 
and Pleasant Hill BART stations. 

CDD Ongoing 

2 7.4.5. Work with businesses to make jobs available for area youth. ARCS Ongoing 

2 7.4.6. Serve as a role model for local businesses by providing summer 
jobs for local youth. 

ARCS Ongoing 

2 7.4.7. When events advance City goals, look for areas where the City 
can co-sponsor programs and share resources with schools and 
nonprofits. 

ARCS Ongoing 

2 7.4.8 Support the availability of affordable youth activities. ARCS Ongoing 

2 8.1.1. Consider developing a “universal design” program that encour-
ages new residential development to go beyond federal and State 
accessibility requirements. 

CDD Short-term 

2 8.1.2. As part of the City’s project review processes, consider the needs 
of persons of all abilities. 

CDD Ongoing 

2 9.1.1. Partner with organizations that provide educational opportuni-
ties for all ages and interests. 

ARCS Ongoing 
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Chapter 8, Implementation 

Chapter Action 
Number Action Responsible 

Department Timeframe 

2 9.1.2. Support partnerships between the City and the business commu-
nity that promote an educated workforce. 

CDD Ongoing 

2 9.1.3. Encourage development of facilities to house educational oppor-
tunity programs. 

CDD Ongoing 

2 9.3.1. Facilitate a working relationship among the five separate school 
districts in the planning area, and the public and private organi-
zations that partner with them. 

ARCS Ongoing 

2 9.3.2. Partner with school districts and other community groups to use 
schools as neighborhood centers offering a wide range of services 
and programs. 

ARCS, PS Ongoing 

2 9.1.4 Maintain cooperative and productive relationships with private 
schools. 

ARCS Ongoing 

2 9.3.3. Work with the schools on programs, such as Every 15 Minutes 
and Character Counts. 

PD, ARCS Ongoing 

2 10.1.1. Build a new downtown library. CM Short-term 

2 10.1.2. Promote the multifunctional use of libraries as centers for lifelong 
learning and as community centers. 

ARCS Ongoing 

2 11.1.1. Facilitate the availability of high-quality health care—routine and 
advanced—including trauma and other clinical services in ap-
propriate locations close to Walnut Creek residents.  

CDD Ongoing 

2 11.1.2. Working cooperatively with local health care and civic organiza-
tions, promote community health care programs. 

ARCS Ongoing 

2 11.2.1. Encourage pedestrian- and bike-friendly development and rede-
velopment that encourages physical activity. 

CDD Ongoing 

2 12.1.1. Provide for temporary and permanent art displays and cultural 
programs on City properties and facilities, in accordance with the 
Public Art Master Plan. 

ARCS Ongoing 

2 12.2.1. Study the potential for an affordable venue for diverse profes-
sional and community companies (drama, music, opera, dance). 

ARCS Ongoing 

2 12.1.2. Require installation of easily viewable public art on private prop-
erties or payment of an in lieu fee in accordance with the Public 
Art Master Plan. 

CDD, ARCS Ongoing 

2 12.3.1. Look for opportunities to develop a live/work center affordable 
to artists. 

CDD Ongoing 

2 12.2.2. Undertake a feasibility study, including preliminary program-
ming and site identification, for a large performing arts center 
(with a theatre of 1,500 to 2,500 seats) within walking distance of 
the BART station. 

ARCS Mid-term 

2 12.1.3. Encourage art fairs and other cultural events downtown and 
elsewhere in the community. 

CDD, ARCS Ongoing 

2 12.2.3. Study alternatives for providing expanded, climate controlled 
gallery space capable of hosting major exhibitions and display 
space for artists. 

ARCS Mid-term 
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Chapter 8, Implementation 

Chapter Action 
Number Action Responsible 

Department Timeframe 

2 12.2.4. Complete construction of facilities for Arts Education programs 
at the Shadelands Art Facility in accordance with the Shadelands 
Campus Master Plan. 

ARCS, PS Long-term 

2 12.2.5. In collaboration with others, provide appropriate space and 
equipment around the community for City Arts Education pro-
grams. 

ARCS Ongoing 

2 12.2.6. Build on the availability of performing arts facilities and pro-
grams at local schools. 

ARCS Ongoing 

2 12.2.7. Identify sites for, and study the feasibility of, outdoor performing 
arts spaces. 

ARCS Mid-term 

2 12.2.8. Maximize the accessibility of all arts facilities with convenient 
access, drop-off, pickup, parking, and delivery. 

ARCS Ongoing 

2 13.1.1. Regularly assess existing and potential recreational facilities, ac-
tivities, programs, and needs.  

ARCS Ongoing 

2 13.1.2. Identify partnering opportunities for recreational facility devel-
opment, management, and use. 

ARCS Ongoing 

2 13.1.3. 

 

Seek grants and other funds for recreation facility development 
and maintenance.  

ARCS, PS Ongoing 

2 13.1.4. Strive for the highest-quality sports facilities. ARCS, PS Ongoing 

2 13.1.5. Include seniors, youth, and members of the community with dis-
abilities in planning for recreational and leisure programming, 
siting, and access. 

ARCS Ongoing 
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Chapter 8, Implementation 

 

Chapter Action 
Number Action Responsible 

Department Timeframe 

Chapter 3, Natural Environment and Public Spaces 

3 1.1.1. Prepare and adopt a plan for the protection and management of 
the City’s open space lands. 

PS Ongoing 

3 1.1.2. Work with other agencies (such as water districts, adjacent cities, 
and park districts) in managing, operating, linking and providing 
access to open space. 

PS, CDD Mid-term 

3 1.2.1. Identify, protect, restore, and enhance sensitive biological and 
wetland resources and areas critical for habitat and habitat con-
nectivity. 

 PS Ongoing 

3 1.2.2. Strive to eliminate non-native plant species and expand areas 
with native plants. 

PS, CDD  Ongoing 

3 1.2.3. Monitor and control the factors affecting the habitat value of open 
space, including trail use, and grazing. 

PS Ongoing 

3 1.2.4. Support resource conservation opportunities on private land. PS Ongoing 

3 1.3.1. Assess user demand and impacts on open space and natural re-
sources. 

PS Ongoing 

3 1.3.2. Allow on open space lands, only facilities, structures, and activi-
ties compatible with conservation, preservation, and education. 

PS Ongoing 

3 1.3.3. Review and update existing policies for open space activities and 
monitor their effectiveness. 

PS Ongoing 

3 1.4.1. Secure public access, where possible, to private open space lands. CDD, PS Ongoing 

3 1.4.2. Provide trailheads, parking areas, gates, and trails that meet gen-
erally accepted access standards and are sensitive to neighbor-
hood interests.. 

PS Ongoing 

3 2.1.1. Develop criteria for possible acquisitions of open space lands 
important to the City. 

PS Ongoing 

3 2.1.2. Identify and maintain a list and map of properties where open 
space acquisition should be considered.  

PS, CDD Short-term 

3 2.1.3. Give priority to acquiring lands that provide connections for ani-
mals between open spaces and/or important habitat. 

PS Mid-term 

3 2.2.1 Establish mechanisms for funding and maintaining new acquisi-
tions and easements. 

PS, CM Ongoing 

3 2.2.2. Seek grants and other funds for acquisition and development. PS Ongoing 

3 2.3.1. Work cooperatively with property owners toward retention of 
open space lands adjacent to Mount Diablo State Park. 

PS, CDD Ongoing 

3 2.4.1. Develop and maintain an inventory of private open spaces and 
conservation easements. 

CDD, PS Long-term 

3 2.4.2. Encourage conservation easements that provide public access 
over private lands. 

PS, CDD Ongoing 

3 2.4.3. Work cooperatively with developers in securing public access 
where desirable, without requiring the City to maintain private 
trails. 

CDD, PS Ongoing 
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Chapter 8, Implementation 

Chapter Action 
Number Action Responsible 

Department Timeframe 

3 2.4.3. Work cooperatively with developers in securing public access 
where desirable, without requiring the City to maintain private 
trails. 

PS, CDD Ongoing 

3 3.1.1. Conduct an evaluation of existing creek conditions and restora-
tion opportunities.  

PS, CDD Long-term 

3 3.1.2. Through land acquisition and/or conservation easements, create 
or improve riparian corridors, riparian lands within parks, wet-
lands, and buffer zones. 

PS, CDD Ongoing 

3 3.1.3. Develop a coordinated set of creek policies covering setbacks 
from creeks, damage prevention, creek stewardship, nuisance 
abatement, public access, pathways, and similar public and envi-
ronmental concerns. Policies may differ for creeks in open space 
lands and for creeks on private lands. 

CDD Long-term 

3 3.1.4. Cooperate with landowners, the public, regulatory and trustee 
agencies, and local and State agencies to expand creek restoration 
efforts and programs. 

PS, CDD Ongoing 

3 3.1.5. Seek local, county, regional, State, and federal funds for creek 
studies and improvement efforts. 

 PS, CDD Ongoing 

3 3.2.1. Implement the 1993 Creeks Restoration and Trails Master Plan. PS, CDD Ongoing 

3 3.2.2. Incorporate the downtown creeks in project designs for new de-
velopment and redevelopment in the Core Area. 

CDD Ongoing 

3 3.2.3. Expose covered creeks and incorporate open creeks in new de-
velopment and redevelopment wherever possible. 

CDD Ongoing 

3 3.2.4. Encourage the use of volunteers to implement the 1993 Creeks 
Restoration and Trails Master Plan. 

PS, CDD Ongoing 

3 4.1.1. Work with the County, the East Bay Regional Park District, and 
other agencies to develop trail links between residential areas and 
parks, creeks, transportation, schools, open space, shopping and 
various public facilities. 

CDD, PS Ongoing 

3 4.1.2. Link adjacent urban or open space trails and nearby portions of 
open space owned by different agencies. 

PS, CDD Ongoing 

3 4.1.3. Complete bicycle and pedestrian trail linkages, including the fol-
lowing: 

• In the Pleasant Hill BART areas, 
• From Heather Farm Park to John Muir Medical Center  
• Along the Iron Horse Regional Trail near the Sugarloaf 

Open Space, downtown, Las Lomas High School, and 
Walden Park 

CDD Mid-term 

3 4.1.4. Use existing easements and creeks for trail links to neighbor-
hoods. 

CDD, PS Ongoing 

3 4.1.5. Encourage easements in residential neighborhoods for pedestrian 
connections to trails. 

CDD, PS Ongoing 

3 4.2.1. Provide consistent, clear signage for all trails and at all trailheads. PS Ongoing 

3 4.2.2. Promote rancher-friendly conservation and recreational trail ease-
ments over key agricultural lands. 

PS, CDD Ongoing 

April 4, 2006 Walnut Creek General Plan 2025 8-7 



Chapter 8, Implementation 

Chapter Action 
Number Action Responsible 

Department Timeframe 

3 4.2.3. Monitor trails for signs of environmental degradation and repair 
the ecosystem along trails where necessary. 

PS Ongoing 

3 4.2.4 Identify equestrian staging areas and add or improve as needed.  
(See the North Gate Specific Plan.) 

PS Ongoing 

3 4.3.1. Track safety complaints on trails and, where patterns are identi-
fied, work with user groups on solutions. 

PS Ongoing 

3 4.3.2. Working with residents and equestrians, respond to identified 
road/trail (auto/horse) conflicts, including providing improved 
signage where needed. 

PS Ongoing 

3 4.3.3. In areas where horses frequently are ridden, evaluate the need to 
develop equestrian trails adjacent to paved roads. 

PS Mid-term 

3 4.3.3. Improve signage directed at drivers and riders in horse-auto in-
terface areas. 

PS Short-term 

3 4.3.4. With Contra Costa County require construction rather than defer-
ral of road improvements (including equestrian trails) in the 
North Gate Specific Plan area. 

PS, CDD Ongoing 

3 5.1.1. Partner with schools and businesses to offer active use areas. PS, ARCS Ongoing 

3 5.1.2. Coordinate local sports organizations’ use of sports fields, courts, 
gyms, and swimming pools. 

ARCS Ongoing 

3 5.1.3. Adopt standards for size, number and placement of sports fields 
and courts. 

ARCS Mid-term 

3 5.1.4. Provide for multiple uses within the same park space, where 
practical and safe. 

PS, ARCS Ongoing 

3 5.2.1. Determine park uses based on community need and the size and 
nature of each facility. 

 ARCS, PS Ongoing 

3 5.2.2. Plan for accessible parks, playgrounds, and trails. PS Ongoing 

3 5.3.1. Establish minimum maintenance and service levels in the Parks 
Master Plan. 

PS Ongoing 

3 5.3.2. Seek grants and other funds for park development and mainte-
nance. 

PS, ARCS Ongoing 

3 5.3.3. Organize volunteer days for park cleanup and maintenance. PS Short-term 

3 6.1.1. Maintain 5 acres of parkland per 1,000 people. CDD Ongoing 

3 6.1.2. Work with the community to identify underserved groups. ARCS Ongoing 

3 6.1.3. Evaluate the need for additional parks. ARCS, CDD, 
PS  

Ongoing 

3 6.1.4. Study and establish mechanisms for funding and maintaining 
new park acquisitions. 

ARCS, PS Short-term 

3 6.1.5. Develop and maintain an acquisition plan that includes a list and 
map of existing and potential park properties. 

ARCS, PS, 
CDD 

Mid-term 
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Chapter 8, Implementation 

Chapter Action 
Number Action Responsible 

Department Timeframe 

3 6.1.6. Consider acquisition of parkland under any of the following con-
ditions: 
• Where community need or use demands 
• Where acquisition can provide greenbelt connec-

tions between open spaces  
• Where acquisition opportunities arise 
• Where an opportunity arises for an urban wildlife 

preservation area. 

ARCS, PS, 
CDD 

Ongoing 

3 6.2.1. Assess the park and recreation needs created by new Core Area 
housing development and changing populations. 

ARCS, PS, 
CDD 

Ongoing 

3 6.2.2. Consider establishing an impact fee on commercial development 
to be used to develop new or enhance existing parks or public 
plazas. 

CDD Mid-term 

3 7.1.1. Develop a plan that analyzes sites, feasibility and funding sources 
for a civic plaza in the Traditional Downtown. 

CDD, PS Mid-term 

3 7.2.1. Define, design, and complete a network of public walkways and 
small public spaces in the Core Area. 

CDD, PS Short-term 

3 7.3.1. Identify potential pocket park and plaza locations when review-
ing precise and specific plans. 

CDD Short-term 
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Chapter 8, Implementation 

 

Chapter Action 
Number Action Responsible 

Department Timeframe 

Chapter 4, Built Environment 

4 1.1.1. Adopt a land use map for the Walnut Creek Planning Area. CDD Ongoing 

4 2.1.1. Permit multifamily housing in all commercial districts (except 
Shadelands Business Park and Auto Sales and Service) through a 
conditional use permit, subject to project density and develop-
ment regulations to protect existing urban form. 

CDD Ongoing 

4 3.1.1. Encourage mixed-use development at and near the Walnut Creek 
and Pleasant Hill BART Stations. 

CDD Ongoing 

4 3.1.2. Require that office development in the Golden Triangle (see loca-
tion map) and new development in the Mixed Use – Residential 
land use categories provide housing components. 

CDD Ongoing 

4 4.1.1. Prepare a specific plan for the two-block Newell Ave./S. Califor-
nia Blvd. area that would support mixed-use development that 
combines residential, retail, and office uses in a pedestrian-
oriented environment that takes advantage of the creek location.  
The specific plan should address the following issues:  preserva-
tion of visual corridors, a circulation plan that considers and 
mitigates additional traffic impact on the Parkmead and other 
surrounding neighborhoods, bike and pedestrian access to and 
through the site, and improved pedestrian and visual access to 
the creek amenities. 

CDD Short-term 

4 4.1.2. Establish an overlay zone for all properties that abut the Al-
mond/Shuey neighborhood that acknowledges the potential 
height disparity between adjoining land uses and requires site 
plans and architectural designs to minimize visual, noise, shad-
owing, and privacy impacts on the Almond/Shuey neighbor-
hood.  Solutions may include, but are not limited to, maintaining 
a 10-foot setback for all new buildings from the Almond/Shuey 
neighborhood line, controlling the height of new buildings so that 
taller portions are located more distant from the neighborhood 
line in a manner that minimizes the visual impact from new 
buildings on the Almond/Shuey neighborhood, and incorpora-
tion of landscaping to screen new buildings. 

CDD Short-term 

4 4.1.3 Establish an overlay zone for the parcels along the south side of 
Mt. Diablo Blvd. between Alpine Dr. and S. California Blvd. to 
protect important views of Mount Diablo and the foothills. 

CDD Short-term 

4 5.1.1. Where new development occurs, study surrounding properties 
and uses for potential conflicts, and address those conflicts within 
the City’s review processes. 

CDD Ongoing 

4 6.2.1. In the Pedestrian Retail District, require pedestrian-oriented uses 
at street level. 

CDD Ongoing 

4 6.2.2. Promote building layouts and designs that create pedestrian in-
terest and encourage “to park once and walk.” 

CDD, PS Ongoing 

4 6.2.3. Create flexible development policies and  regulations that en-
courage owners and developers to provide parkland or other 
public spaces or plazas, beyond the amount of open space and/or 
landscaping already required. 

CDD Mid-term 
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Chapter 8, Implementation 

Chapter Action 
Number Action Responsible 

Department Timeframe 

4 6.2.4. Require new development with creek frontage to incorporate 
pedestrian access to the creeks and to enhance the appearance of 
creek frontages. 

CDD Ongoing 

4 6.3.1. Review permitted uses and revise development regulations to 
maintain the smaller-scale commercial buildings and fine-grain 
character of the Traditional Downtown. 

CDD Ongoing 

4 6.3.2 Study an amendment to the Pedestrian Retail Zoning District to 
allow business entrances off service alleys in the Traditional 
Downtown (e.g., Commercial Lane and Wilson Lane). 

CDD Mid-term 

4 6.3.3. Review and consider expansion of the City’s Design Review 
Guidelines for development in the Traditional Downtown to pre-
serve the special character of that area. 

CDD Short-term 

4 6.3.4. Discourage residential development in the Traditional Down-
town. 

CDD Ongoing 

4 6.4.1. Encourage diverse housing options, including mixed-use, higher-
density developments. 

CDD Ongoing 

4 7.1.1. Study zoning amendments at existing shopping centers in 
neighborhood areas with Mixed use-Commercial Emphasis land 
use designations to allow residential infill. 

CDD Short-term 

4 7.3.1. Review and revise development regulations—such as minimum 
lot sizes and setbacks—for the Shadelands Business Park. 

CDD Short-term 

4 7.4.1. Establish stringent use and development regulations for the five 
properties that abut Ygnacio Valley Road at Ygnacio Court. 

CDD Short-term 

4 9.1.1. Limit the amount of commercial development permitted city-
wide, outside of the Shadelands Business Park, to no more than 
75,000 square feet per year from 2006 through 2015, allotting no 
more than 150,000 square feet  in any 2-year period. 

CDD Ongoing 

4 9.1.2. Allow un-allocated commercial development square footage to be 
carried over to the next development cycle. 

CDD Ongoing 

4 9.4.1. Provide information on the annexation process to County resi-
dents within the City’s Sphere of Influence. 

CDD Ongoing 

4 10.1.1. Apply land use designations that encourage transit-oriented de-
velopment around the BART stations and in the Core Area.  

CDD Ongoing 

4 11.2.1. Demonstrate compliance with all components of the Measure C 
(1988) and Measure J (2004) Growth Management Program. 

CDD Ongoing 

4 11.2.2. At a minimum, comply with the Measure C adopted standards 
for Level of Service at intersections along Basic Routes. 

CDD Ongoing 

4 11.2.3. Work with TRANSPAC in implementing the Central County Ac-
tion Plan for Routes of Regional Significance.  

CDD Ongoing 

4 11.2.4. Participate with TRANSPAC and the Contra Costa Transporta-
tion Authority and other jurisdictions and agencies in a continu-
ing planning process. 

CDD Ongoing 

4 11.2.5. Demonstrate reasonable progress in providing housing opportu-
nities for all income levels. 

CDD Ongoing 
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Chapter 8, Implementation 

Chapter Action 
Number Action Responsible 

Department Timeframe 

4 11.3.1. Implement TRANSPAC’s Regional Transportation Mitigation 
Program with respect to new regional development and its im-
pacts on Walnut Creek roadways. 

CDD Ongoing 

4 11.3.2. Assess a traffic impact fee on new development. CDD Ongoing 

4 11.3.3. Apply the Transportation Authority’s travel demand model (as 
updated from time to time) in analyzing developments that ex-
ceed Measure J thresholds. 

CDD Ongoing 

4 11.4.1. Prepare a Capital Improvement Plan that identifies roadway and 
transportation improvements needed to implement the General 
Plan goals and policies for the following five-year period. 

PS Ongoing 

4 12.1.1. Review the use of park-and-ride lots to maximize use. CDD Ongoing 

4 12.1.2. Update the transportation systems management (TSM) ordinance 
or resolution as needed. 

CDD Ongoing 

4 12.1.3. Encourage transportation demand management (TDM) programs 
in new development. 

CDD Ongoing 

4 12.2.1. Adopt a voter approved Urban Limit Line, either as mutually 
voted on countywide, or relating solely to Walnut Creek. 

CDD Short-term 

4 13.1.1. During the City’s review processes, confirm that the project de-
sign will be compatible with adjacent uses. 

CDD Ongoing 

4 13.1.2. Consistently apply the City’s Design Review Guidelines and pe-
riodically examine and revise as needed. 

CDD Ongoing 

4 13.1.3. Review and maintain the building setback map for the Core Area, 
and amend the zoning ordinance as necessary. 

CDD Ongoing 

4 13.2.1. Establish building setbacks along specifically designated streets. CDD Ongoing 

4 13.2.2. Use policies to encourage developers of new buildings to include 
public plazas, courtyards, significant landscaping, or other public 
amenities that are visible and accessible from the street. 

CDD Ongoing 

4 13.2.3. Develop a comprehensive plan for siting and developing public 
and publicly accessible spaces and plazas in the Core Area. 

CDD Mid-term 

4 13.2.4. Use policies to encourage new and existing commercial develop-
ment to incorporate accessible roof gardens, ground-level public 
plazas, public courtyards and passageways, landscaping, public 
art, and other desired public amenities beyond those specified 
during the normal City review process. 

CDD Mid-term 

4 13.3.1. Through the City’s review processes, permit architectural ele-
ments, mechanical equipment, alternative-energy devices, and 
other structures to be placed above the roofline and above the 
height limit—as permitted in the zoning ordinance. 

CDD Ongoing 

4 13.3.2. Allow increases in height, up to the Measure A limits, for devel-
opments that provide exceptional public amenities such as acces-
sible roof gardens, ground level public plazas, creek orientations, 
public courtyards and passageways, landscaping, public art, and 
other desired public amenities beyond those specified during the 
normal City review process. 

CDD Ongoing 
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Chapter Action 
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Department Timeframe 

4 13.3.3 For specific sites that offer good potential for mixed-use devel-
opment (e.g., former Co-op site [1510 Geary Road] or the Palos 
Verde Mall), facilitate community discussion about increasing the 
Measure A height limits. 

CDD Mid-term 

4 13.3.4. For important civic buildings, allow exceptions to the Measure A 
height limit, not to exceed 89 feet. 

CDD Mid-term 

4 14.1.1. Require mixed-use development to address issues that arise from 
the proximity of residences to commercial uses.  

CDD Ongoing 

4 14.1.2. Supplement the City’s Design Review guidelines and other con-
struction standards to address, for mixed-use projects, noise and 
security of entrances, open spaces, and parking areas. 

CDD Short-term 

4 15.1.1 In new development where street connections are possible, en-
courage both street and walkway/bikeway connections and dis-
courage use of cul-de-sacs. 

CDD Ongoing 

4 15.2.1. Establish specific design guidelines for security gates in multi-
family developments. 

CDD Short-term 

4 16.1.1. Develop an inventory and map of architecturally significant 
properties and landmarks. 

CDD Mid-term 

4 16.2.1.  Implement the Public Art Master Plan. All Ongoing 

4 17.1.1. At each gateway, install similarly themed gateway designs. CDD Short-term 

4 17.1.2. Prepare design guidelines for areas and properties adjacent to the 
gateways to the city. 

CDD Long-term 

4 17.1.3. Consider mural projects on freeway overpasses, and streetscape 
improvements such as landscaping and medians, and coordinate 
with Caltrans where necessary. 

CDD Ongoing 

4 18.1.1. Identify and map specific public vistas and views. CDD Ongoing 

4 18.1.2. Develop guidelines to preserve and enhance notable public view 
corridors. 

CDD Ongoing 

4 18.1.3. Preserve and enhance the off-site visual appearance of open space 
lands, particularly the views from other vantage points in the 
city.  

CDD Ongoing 

4 18.1.4. Keep, and where possible, expand, the public visual buffers be-
tween developed areas. 

CDD Ongoing 

4 18.2.1. Review and if necessary, update the designations of the city’s 
scenic corridors.  

CDD Mid-term 

4 18.2.2. Require a 35-foot landscaped setback along Ygnacio Valley Road 
between Walnut Avenue and Oak Grove Road. 

CDD Ongoing 

4 18.3.1. Regulate the use, scale, and appearance of walls and fences. CDD Ongoing 

4 18.3.2. Allow soundwalls along streets other than arterials and freeways 
only where no other design solutions exist for reducing the im-
pact of roadway noise on residential areas. 

CDD Ongoing 

4 18.3.3. Along publicly traveled ways, require that all new soundwalls, 
masonry walls, or fences, 50 feet in length or longer, be designed 
to be visually attractive. 

CDD Ongoing 
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Department Timeframe 

4 18.4.1. Do not allow any new billboards within the city. CDD Ongoing 

4 18.4.2. Require removal of existing billboards as sites develop or rede-
velop. 

CDD Ongoing 

4 18.5.1. Maintain a priority list of areas where undergrounding of utility 
lines is desired. 

PS, CDD Ongoing 

4 18.5.2. Incorporate undergrounding projects into the Capital Improve-
ment Program (CIP) budget. 

PS Ongoing 

4 18.5.3. Require new development to underground utilities where feasi-
ble, or to pay and in-lieu fee where the affected utility serves 
more than the new development, or to provide adequate screen-
ing or to consider art and landscaping opportunities. 

CDD Ongoing 

4 18.5.4. Require electrical transformers and similar utility structures to be 
undergrounded or to provide adequate screening or to consider 
art and landscaping opportunities. 

CDD Ongoing 

4 18.5.5. If pre-existing site conditions such as a high water table make 
undergrounding unfeasible, require the enclosure of the utility 
facility within the building or adequate screening from any public 
right-of-way, or consider art and landscaping opportunities.. 

CDD Ongoing 

4 19.1.1. Prepare and implement a design plan for a stronger visual and 
pedestrian connection between City Hall, Civic Park and the li-
brary, including streetscape improvements, a safer crossing of 
Broadway, orientation of Civic Park to City Hall, and the integra-
tion of an expanded or new community center within a new li-
brary. 

CDD Short-term 

4 19.2.1. Design and implement a comprehensive Core Area directional 
sign program that shows shuttle stops; parking garage locations, 
capacities, and availability; orients residents and visitors; and 
shows optimal routes for getting to key cultural, shopping, and 
civic destinations in the city.  

CDD Short-term 

4 20.1.1. Develop specific design guidelines aimed at maintaining and 
enhancing the area’s urban, pedestrian-oriented character. 

CDD Short-term 

4 20.1.2. Develop a comprehensive “park once and walk” program aimed 
at encouraging people to park their cars in public garages at the 
periphery of the downtown. 

CDD Ongoing 

4 20.1.3. Conduct studies to: 
• Evaluate the free downtown shuttle and ways to en-

hance its service; 
• Explore ways to enhance existing pedestrian connections 

and corridors with new signage, graphics, landscaping 
and lighting 

• Evaluate ways to enhance the appearance and use of al-
leys and mid-block pedestrian-ways 

• Investigate narrowing streets and/or converting some 
streets to one-way to provide public spaces 

• Identify and establish a permanent location for a farmers 
market 

CDD, PS Ongoing 

4 20.1.4. Provide a high level of pedestrian amenities in the downtown, 
including landscaping, trash containers, and special lighting. 

CDD, PS Ongoing 
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4 20.1.4. Provide a high level of pedestrian amenities in the downtown, 
including landscaping, trash containers, and special lighting. 

PS, CDD Ongoing 

4 20.1.4. Provide a high level of pedestrian amenities in the downtown, 
including landscaping, trash containers, and special lighting. 

CDD, PS Ongoing 

4 20.1.4. Provide a high level of pedestrian amenities in the downtown, 
including landscaping, trash containers, and special lighting. 

PS, CDD Ongoing 

4 21.1.1. Revise City Design Review Guidelines to encourage developers 
to include the following features in the development of new and 
the redevelopment of existing shopping centers: 

• Pedestrian amenities such as landscaping, benches, and 
attractive lighting  

• Pedestrian walkways and bikeway connections that cre-
ate safe paths of travel through the shopping center and 
parking, and to transit and nearby sidewalks 

• Outdoor and sidewalk seating 
• Orientation of buildings to transit facilities, where 

applicable 
• Orientation of the businesses to adjacent creeks, where 

applicable 
• Shared parking 
• Attractive and convenient bicycle parking 

CDD Mid-term 

4 22.1.1. Implement the Geary Road/North Main Street Area Plan. CDD Ongoing 

4 22.2.1. Working with the County, study narrowing Boulevard Way to 
improve the pedestrian character and to provide land for intensi-
fication of development and pedestrian amenities.  

CDD Mid-term 

4 22.2.2 Develop design guidelines for the West Mt. Diablo Boulevard 
area. 

CDD Short-term 

4 23.2.1. Develop a comprehensive walkways and bikeways plan for the 
Shadelands Business Park. 

CDD Mid-term 

4 23.2.2 Require streetlights and sidewalks in new development and re-
development in the Shadelands Business Park. 

CDD Ongoing 

4 23.3.1. Work with the County toward ensuring that development of the 
Pleasant Hill BART station area is compatible with and accessible 
to adjacent areas within the incorporated city. 

CDD Ongoing 

4 24.1.1. Require (a) review by the California Archaeological Inventory, 
Northeast Information Center, Sonoma State University, of all 
major new projects and all projects of any size within 660 feet of a 
site identified on the City’s map of sensitive archaeological sites 
and (b) add appropriate mitigations as conditions of project ap-
proval as may be recommended by the California Archaeological 
Inventory. 

CDD Ongoing 

4 24.1.2. Require developers to halt all work if cultural resources are en-
countered during a project, and retain a qualified archaeologist to 
evaluate and make recommendations for conservation and miti-
gation. 

CDD Ongoing 

4 25.1.1. Develop an inventory and map of historically significant proper-
ties. 

CDD Short-term 

4 25.1.2. Develop an historic preservation plan and supporting ordinances. CDD Short-term 
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4 26.5.1. Assess the effectiveness and efficiency of, and if necessary mod-
ify, the City’s Tree Preservation Ordinance. 

CDD, PS Ongoing 

4 26.5.2. Plan for the replacement of trees that have been removed. CDD, PS Ongoing 

4 26.5.3. Set standards for—and require new developments to have—
adequate tree canopy. 

CDD, PS Ongoing 

4 26.6.1. Work with the Lindsay Wildlife Museum to promote humane 
interaction between people and urban wildlife. 

ARCS Ongoing 

4 26.6.2. Create an urban wildlife advisory committee to explore an urban 
wildlife preservation ordinance. 

CDD Long-term 

4 26.6.3. Identify wildlife corridors and encourage their preservation. CDD, PS Mid-term 

4 26.7.1. Consider adopting a “dark sky ordinance” aimed at reducing 
light spillage both upward and onto adjoining properties. 

CDD Mid-term 

4 27.1.1. Develop incentives to use green building techniques. CDD Short-term 

4 27.1.2. Consider adding an energy-audit requirement to the City’s re-
view processes. 

CDD Long-term 

4 28.1.1 Conduct an energy audit of all City activities and functions. PS Ongoing 

4 28.1.2. Provide City departments with incentives to conserve energy. CM, PS Mid-term 

4 28.2.1. Adopt residential and commercial energy-conservation ordi-
nances. 

CDD Mid-term 

4 28.2.2. Adopt a solar-access ordinance.  CDD Mid-term 

4 28.2.3. Develop incentives to help small businesses become more energy 
efficient. 

CDD Mid-term 

4 28.2.4. Develop incentives for new development or substantial redevel-
opment to incorporate energy conservation. 

CDD Mid-term 

4 28.2.5. Where appropriate, include energy-conservation projects in the 
City’s Capital Improvement Plan. 

PS Ongoing 

4 29.1.1. Study the feasibility of applying water conservation techniques, 
including the use of drought-tolerant plants, in City parks. 

PS Ongoing 

4 29.2.1. Explore possibilities for safe and effective use of reclaimed or 
recycled water consistent with State law,( e.g., for landscape irri-
gation and toilet flushing in commercial buildings). 

PS Ongoing 

4 29.2.2. Work with local water agencies on water conservation efforts, 
education, and promotion. 

PS Ongoing 

4 29.2.3. Encourage water use consistent with the City’s adopted water 
conservation guidelines. 

PS Ongoing 

4 29.2.4. Follow existing standards and guidelines for water-conserving 
landscaping, and encourage the planting of native and drought-
tolerant plants. 

CDD, PS Ongoing 

4 30.1.1. Implement source-reduction and waste-diversion programs 
within City government. 

PS Ongoing 

4 30.1.2. Give preference to recycled content and environmentally friendly 
products in City procurement. 

ASD Ongoing 
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4 30.2.1. Locally implement the State’s 1993 Source Reduction and Recy-
cling Element. 

All Ongoing 

4 30.2.2. Consider adopting a comprehensive source-reduction and recy-
cling plan specific to Walnut Creek. 

PS Mid-term 

4 30.2.3. Promote and participate in residential and commercial waste 
prevention and diversion programs. 

PS Ongoing 

4 30.2.4. Make recycling convenient for small businesses. PS, CDD Ongoing 

4 30.2.5. Develop size, location, and design standards for commercial and 
multifamily trash and recycling facilities and enclosures. 

CDD Ongoing 

4 30.2.6. Consider an ordinance requiring businesses and multifamily 
dwellings to participate in recycling and waste-reduction pro-
grams. 

PS Mid-term 

4 30.2.7. Require the recycling of construction waste for all City and pri-
vate projects. 

CDD, PS Ongoing 

4 30.2.8. Encourage shared recycling facilities among businesses, espe-
cially those with limited space, for example, within the Core 
Area. 

CDD Ongoing 

4 30.2.9. Provide accessible disposal containers, including recycling con-
tainers, at appropriate locations downtown and  at City public 
facilities and parks. 

PS Ongoing 

4 30.3.1. Work with the waste management companies to institute curb-
side residential organic waste-collection programs. 

PS Mid-term 

4 30.3.2. Encourage restaurants to recycle organic waste. PS Mid-term 

4 31.1.1. Support local transportation control measures (TCMs) and other 
ideas in the latest Bay Area Clean Air Plan. 

CDD, PS Ongoing 

4 31.1.2. Develop a local, voluntary, Clean Air Plan. CDD, PS Midterm 

4 31.1.3. Participate in the BAAQMD Spare the Air program. PS Ongoing 

4 31.2.1. Review parking lot landscaping requirements to ensure adequate 
width and depth to allow for appropriate tree canopy. 

CDD Ongoing 

4 31.2.2. Investigate policies that promote cleaner air, such as commercial 
reflective roofing ordinances. 

CDD Long-term 

4 31.2.3. Promote residential development and redevelopment opportuni-
ties near transit and commercial centers, and encourage walking, 
bicycling, and transit use. 

CDD Ongoing 

4 31.3.1. Control emission of dust from construction sites. PS Ongoing 

4 31.3.2. Adopt a wood smoke ordinance.  CDD Mid-term 

4 31.3.3. Provide buffers between identified stationary sources of odors 
and sensitive land uses. 

CDD Ongoing 
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4 31.3.4. Projects that locate new sensitive receptors (facilities or land uses 
such as hospitals, day care centers, schools and residences that 
are occupied for substantial amounts of time by members of the 
population particularly sensitive to the effects of air pollutants, 
such as children, the elderly and people with illnesses) proposed 
within 500 feet from the edge of the closest travel lane of Inter-
state 680 or Highway 24 should include an analysis of mobile 
source toxic air contaminant health risks, based on appropriate 
air dispersion modeling. Project review should include an evalua-
tion of the adequacy of the setback from the highway, and, if nec-
essary, identify design mitigation measures to reduce health risks 
to acceptable levels. 

CDD Ongoing 

4 32.1.1. Implement the storm water management plan. PS, CDD Ongoing 

4 32.1.2. Enforce the National Pollution Discharge Elimination System 
(NPDES) permit regulations.  

PS, CDD Ongoing 

4 32.1.3. Seek Regional Water Quality Control Board NPDES exemptions 
for low- and moderate-income housing and transit village pro-
jects. 

CDD, PS Ongoing 

4 32.1.4. Prohibit development in areas particularly susceptible to erosion 
and sediment loss. 

CDD Ongoing 

4 32.1.5. Prepare information-and-action handouts on water-quality best 
management practices and provide this information with project 
application packets. 

PS, CDD Short-term 

4 32.3.1. Reduce the amount of impervious surfaces in new development 
and redevelopment. 

PS, CDD Ongoing 

4 32.3.2. Require that impervious surfaces not drain directly into storm 
drains. 

PS, CDD Ongoing 

4 32.4.1. Verify the effectiveness of stormwater treatment facilities. PS Ongoing 

4 32.4.2. Verify, through the commercial, industrial, and illicit discharge 
inspection programs, that interior floor drains are connected to 
the sanitary sewer system. 

PS Ongoing 

4 32.5.1. Retain natural water bodies and leave drainage systems undis-
turbed while allowing construction of adjacent creek walks. 

PS, CDD Ongoing 

4 32.5.2. Prioritize onsite impacts and their mitigations. PS, CDD Ongoing 

4 32.5.3 Require participation in offsite or regional programs—including 
stream restoration—that provide water-quality benefits within 
the same watershed, wherever development and/or redevelop-
ment projects disturb natural water bodies or drainage systems. 

CDD Ongoing 

4 32.6.1. Apply best management practices to discharges to the sanitary 
sewer system. 

PS Ongoing 

4 32.6.2. Establish a pesticide-reducing protocol for city parks. PS Ongoing 
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4 Policy 
26.1. 

“Preserve Open Space/Agricultural Lands, as defined in this Or-
dinance by: 

(1) prohibiting Development on existing slopes with grades of 
twenty percent (20%) or greater, or within 75 vertical feet of 
any Ridgeline, or within the area surrounding any Native 
Tree for a distance of one and one-half times the distance 
from the trunk to the drip-line, which slopes and areas shall 
be preserved in their natural state;  

(2) limiting Development to detached, single-family residential 
housing and normal appurtenances, with a maximum den-
sity of one (1) dwelling unit per ten (10) acres;  

(3) requiring that any permitted Development be located and 
constructed in such a manner as to prevent visual impacts on 
scenic vistas and existing neighborhoods; and  

(4) prohibiting the cutting of and damage to any Native Tree.”  
(Measure P, Ord. 1781, 11/5/91, Section 3.f.) 

CDD Ongoing 
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Chapter 5, Transportation 

5 1.1.1. Promote the Shaping Our Future Vision, encouraging develop-
ment near transit nodes and along transit corridors. 

CDD Ongoing 

5 1.1.2. Participate in TRANSPAC and the Contra Costa Transportation 
Authority. 

CDD Ongoing 

5 1.1.3. Work with TRANSPAC in implementing the Action Plan for 
Routes of Regional Significance. 

CDD Ongoing 

5 1.1.4. Work with neighboring jurisdictions in creating and operating 
regional traffic signal controls along the Kirker Pass/Ygnacio 
Valley Road and Treat Boulevard corridors. 

PS Ongoing 

5 1.1.5. Implement TRANSPAC’s Regional Transportation Mitigation 
Program with respect to new regional development and its im-
pacts on Walnut Creek roadways. 

CDD Ongoing 

5 1.1.6. As regional development and redevelopment occur, require street 
right-of-way dedications and improvements to routes of regional 
significance. 

CDD, PS Ongoing 

5 1.1.7. Consider implementing an incident-management system on ma-
jor arterials. 

PS Mid-term 

5 2.1.1. Refer proposals to expand or improve bikeways within Walnut 
Creek to surrounding jurisdictions, interested regional agencies, 
and bicycle advocacy groups. 

CDD, PS Ongoing 

5 2.2.1. Improve signage and displays along regional trails to provide 
better way finding and to direct users to convenient rest areas 
and other facilities. 

CDD,PS Ongoing 

5 2.3.1. Investigate the feasibility of constructing a bridge over Ygnacio 
Valley Road for the Mt. Diablo-Briones regional trail near John 
Muir Medical Center. 

PS, CDD Long-term 

5 2.3.2. To improve pedestrian safety, work with BART to investigate the 
feasibility of constructing separated pedestrian crossing of arte-
rials around the Walnut Creek BART station. 

CDD,PS Short-term 

5 3. 1.2 Implement traffic management techniques that will maintain the 
level of service standards. 

PS Ongoing 

5 3.1.1. Except as modified by Built Environment Policy 9.2, require that 
new development meet the intersection LOS standards. 

CDD Ongoing 

5 3.1.3 Require that roadway and transportation improvements needed 
to implement the general plan are considered when a new Capital 
Improvement Program (CIP) is prepared. 

PS, CDD Ongoing 

5 3.1.4. As development and redevelopment occur, require street right-
of-way dedications and improvements to the local road network 
consistent with adopted street standards. 

CDD, PS Ongoing 

5 3.1.5. Pursue funding grants for transportation projects.  CDD, PS Ongoing 

5 3.1.6. Evaluate whether one-way streets could alleviate downtown traf-
fic congestion. 

CDD, PS Mid-term 

5 3.2.1. Manage and coordinate construction projects to minimize traffic 
delays. 

PS Ongoing 
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5 3.2.2. Keep bicycle facilities free of debris. PS Ongoing 

5 3.3.1. Operate the traffic signal system to its maximum efficiency. PS Ongoing 

5 3.3.2. Investigate new technologies to improve traffic flow and to pro-
vide real-time highway and transit information. 

PS Ongoing 

5 3.3.3. Formalize City policy that precludes non-emergency lane clo-
sures between Thanksgiving and New Years. 

PS Short-term 

5 4.2.1 Selectively use alternative street designs to discourage through 
traffic. 

PS Ongoing 

5 4.3.1. Implement the preferential residential parking-permit program. PS Ongoing 

5 4.3.2. Work with schools, particularly the high schools, to develop and 
implement traffic-calming and shared-parking solutions. 

PS Ongoing 

5 5.1.1. Develop a bicycle master plan with measurable objectives and 
incorporate this plan into a new trails master plan. 

CDD Short-term 

5 5.1.2. Where feasible, integrate new bikeways and walkways when 
designing new or modifying existing roadways. 

PS Ongoing 

5 5.1.3. When preparing the CIP, consider bicycle and bicycle-related 
projects according to the priorities proposed in the bicycle master 
plan. 

PS Ongoing 

5 5.1.4. Periodically update and distribute a map identifying bikeways in 
the city and environs. 

CDD Ongoing 

5 5.1.5. Pursue grants for constructing and developing new and im-
proved bicycle facilities. 

CDD, PS Ongoing 

5 5.1.6. As part of the annual report to the City Council on implementa-
tion of the general plan, list additions and improvements made to 
the City’s bicycle facilities. 

CDD Ongoing 

5 5.2.1. Require appropriate bicycle-related improvements as a condition 
of site development; design review, subdivision, or building 
permit approval; and for all City street-widening projects. 

CDD, PS Ongoing 

5 5.2.2. Consider sidewalk widths greater than 10 feet whenever bicy-
clists are allowed or encouraged to use sidewalks. 

CDD, PS Ongoing 

5 5.2.3. Improve signalized intersections for bicyclist use along highly 
traveled bicycle corridors. 

PS Ongoing 

5 5.2.4. Provide bicycle racks and other bike storage facilities at key, high 
use, public locations.  

CDD, PS Ongoing 

5 5.2.5. Working with local school districts, plan safe, pleasant, and at-
tractive bicycle routes to school, and organize programs that 
promote bicycling. 

ARCS, 
CDD,PS, PD 

Ongoing 

5 5.2.6. Work with other agencies and jurisdictions to ensure that safe 
bicycle facilities are available at the edge of the city limits. 

CDD Ongoing 

5 5.2.7. Revise design guidelines to require, where appropriate, new pro-
jects to provide weather-protected, safe bike parking and/or stor-
age facilities and other bicycle-friendly amenities. 

CDD Ongoing 

5 5.2.8. Revise design guidelines to encourage the installation of shower 
facilities in large, new office developments. 

CDD Ongoing 
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5 6.1.1. Review policies for installing sidewalks and walkways, including 
in areas designated as rural in character. 

CDD, PS Ongoing 

5 6.1.2. Working with local school districts, plan safe and attractive pe-
destrian routes to school, and organize programs that promote 
walking. 

ARCS, CDD, 
PS 

Ongoing 

5 6.1.3. When updating the CIP, consider installing pedestrian improve-
ments in existing built-out areas based on priorities. 

PS Ongoing 

5 6.1.4. Eliminate “gaps” in  sidewalks/walkways and support addi-
tional connections to regional trails and trailheads. 

PS Ongoing 

5 6.1.5. Provide improved pedestrian facilities via grants and assistance 
to residents in forming assessment districts. 

PS Ongoing 

5 6.1.6. Develop sidewalk standards for minimum clear-walkway width. PS Ongoing 

5 6.2.1. Require minimum 10-foot wide sidewalks in all commercial, 
mixed-use, and multifamily residential developments in the Core 
Area. 

CDD, PS Ongoing 

5 6.2.2. Require, through the City’s review processes, sidewalks wider 
than 10 feet in areas expected to have high levels of pedestrian 
traffic or strong pedestrian appeal. 

CDD, PS Ongoing 

5 6.2.3. Review, and as needed, update street standards. PS Ongoing 

5 6.2.4. Require appropriate pedestrian improvements as a condition of 
site development; design review, subdivision, or building permit 
approval; and for all City street-widening projects. 

CDD, PS Ongoing 

5 6.4.1. Review all projects, programs, and services for accessibility by 
pedestrians of all abilities. 

All Ongoing 

5 6.4.2. Ensure that new parking lots in commercial and multifamily 
housing developments provide safe and direct paths to building 
entrances from sidewalks and on-site parking areas. 

CDD, PD Ongoing 

5 6.4.3. Confirm that developments are providing access in accordance 
with Title 24, California Administrative Code. 

CDD, PS Ongoing 

5 6.4.4. Update the City’s ADA Transition Plan, in accordance with the 
latest requirements of Title 24, California Administrative Code, 
and the Americans with Disabilities Act. 

PS Ongoing 

5 7.3.1. Work with the Central Contra Costa Transit Authority (CCCTA) 
to ensure frequent, peak-hour transit services, including express 
bus, to Walnut Creek’s schools, employment and activity centers, 
and park-and-ride lots. 

CDD, PS Ongoing 

5 7.3.2. With CCCTA, develop transit incentives and partnerships with 
the schools and major employment and activity centers. 

CDD Ongoing 

5 7.3.3. Continue to financially support the CCCTA with State transporta-
tion development act (TDA) and other funds. 

CDD Ongoing 

5 7.3.4. Work with CCCTA to provide service to the transit-dependent. CDD Ongoing 

5 7.3.5. Working with CCCTA, seek outside funding for improving all 
forms of bus service in the city. 

CDD Ongoing 
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5 7.3.6. Work with CCCTA and the Golden Rain Foundation toward pro-
viding transit services that connect Rossmoor with the rest of 
Walnut Creek. 

CDD Ongoing 

5 7.3.7. Arrange for easy availability and prominent displays of Walnut 
Creek bus routes, schedules, maps, and destination, particularly 
in downtown. 

CDD Ongoing 

5 7.4.1. Consider using a portion of parking revenues (beyond costs) to 
underwrite local transit improvements.  

ASD,PS, CDD Ongoing 

5 7.4.2. Research alternative transit options for the downtown, such as 
smaller more flexible buses or pedicabs. 

CDD Ongoing 

5 7.5.1. Regularly review the locations of bus stops and encourage re-
moval of those no longer in use by CCCTA. 

CDD Ongoing 

5 7.5.2. Work with CCCTA to ensure that bus-stop locations meet both 
the convenience, comfort, and safety needs of riders and roadway 
and traffic flow considerations.  

CDD, PS Ongoing 

5 7.5.3. Promote transit ridership by providing funding assistance for bus 
turnouts, bus shelters, benches, and sidewalks. 

CDD, PS Ongoing 

5 7.5.4. Require, where appropriate, that new developments provide 
transit amenities as a condition of project approval. 

CDD Ongoing 

5 7.5.5. Consider options for future transit use when designing new or 
modifying existing roadways.  

CDD, PS Ongoing 

5 7.5.6. Working with CCCTA, use technology to improve customer ser-
vice (e.g., real-time arrival signage at bus stops). 

CDD Ongoing 

5 7.6.1. Working with CCCTA, support paratransit services such as the 
“LINK” van service. 

CDD Ongoing 

5 7.6.2. Support the continued use of discount transit fares for those in 
need. 

CDD Ongoing 

5 7.6.3. Continue the senior center volunteer minivan program. ARCS Ongoing 

5 8.1.1. Encourage Transportation Demand Management (TDM) pro-
grams in new and existing development. 

CDD Ongoing 

5 8.1.2. Support the efforts of 511 Contra Costa and other similar pro-
grams that promote changes in driving patterns. 

CDD Ongoing 

5 8.1.3. Explore methods to improve the permanence, visibility, character, 
and utility of the downtown shuttle. 

CDD Ongoing 

5 8.1.4. With 511 Contra Costa, work with local high schools on carpool 
programs. 

CDD Ongoing 

5 8.2.1. Promote staggered start times for jobs and schools. CDD Ongoing 

5 8.2.2. Work with schools on issues of passenger drop-off zones, school 
bus service, and traffic signals. 

PS Ongoing 

5 8.2.3. Support casual carpools at appropriate locations. CDD Ongoing 

5 8.2.4. Work with the owners of underutilized parking lots to create 
park-and-ride lots. 

CDD Ongoing 

5 8.2.5. Review the use of park-and-ride lots toward maximizing their 
use, and coordinate with other communities. 

CDD Ongoing 
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5 8.3.1. In partnership with the business community, seek ways to man-
age employee parking. 

CDD Ongoing 

5 8.4.1. Monitor Walnut Creek’s TDM Program for City employees and 
implement new program components as needed. 

CDD Ongoing 

5 9.2.1. Convert selected streets to temporary pedestrian-only use on a 
regularly scheduled basis. 

PS, PD, CDD Ongoing 

5 9.2.2. Establish a trail connection that links BART to Mt. Diablo Boule-
vard and the Pedestrian Retail District (similar to the one identi-
fied in the 2002 Shaping Our Future workshop). 

CDD Mid-term 

5 9.2.3. As part of the annual report to the City Council on implementa-
tion of the general plan, list improvements to pedestrian ameni-
ties. 

CDD, PS Ongoing 

5 9.3.1. In new development, encourage mid-block walkways from street 
to street. 

CDD, PS Ongoing 

5 9.3.2. Periodically assess the design, and monitor the function and 
safety of mid-block lighted crosswalks; and consider additional 
mid-block crosswalks downtown. 

PS, CDD Ongoing 

5 10.1.1. Prepare a downtown bicycle safety and amenities plan. CDD Short-term 

5 10.1.2. Identify and sign bike parking and bike routes in and through 
downtown. 

CDD Ongoing 

5 10.1.3. Encourage development of a home delivery system that will al-
low bicyclists to make major purchases. 

CDD Long-term 

5 11.1.1. Determine demand for a downtown shuttle. CDD Mid-term 

5 11.1.2. Determine whether the presence of a shuttle would increase in-
terest in downtown housing. 

CDD Ongoing 

5 11.1.3. Investigate potential funding sources for a comprehensive down-
town shuttle system. 

CDD Ongoing 

5 12.1.1. Manage the supply, location, and demand for downtown park-
ing. 

CDD Ongoing 

5 12.2.1. Provide short-term parking. CDD Ongoing 

5 12.2.2. Allow for valet parking on the street. PS Ongoing 

5 12.2.3. Study ways to obtain additional on-street parking (e.g. convert 
parallel spaces to diagonal spaces). 

CDD, PS Ongoing 

5 12.2.4. Implement “park once and walk” facilities and programs from 
centralized public parking locations in the Pedestrian Retail Dis-
trict. 

CDD Ongoing 

5 12.2.5. Study the concept of ringing the downtown with parking struc-
tures connected by a shuttle system to downtown intersections 
and activity centers. 

CDD Long-term 

5 12.2.6. Research ways to finance downtown parking. CDD Ongoing 

5 12.3.1. Review and update City in-lieu parking-fee policies and their 
effects.  

CDD Ongoing 

5 12.4.1. Periodically review parking supply and demand in the city’s ma-
jor activity areas, particularly the Core Area. 

CDD Ongoing 
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5 12.5.1. Consider painting interiors of City parking garages white and 
adding improved lighting. 

PS Ongoing 

5 12.5.2. Provide improved signage and visual identification in parking 
garages. 

PS Ongoing 

5 12.5.3. Consider a system of directional signs in the downtown that dis-
play real-time parking availability. 

PS, CDD Mid-term 

5 13.1.1. Require that all buildings abutting Commercial Lane have pri-
mary access from Main or Locust Streets, or Mt. Diablo Boule-
vard. 

CDD Ongoing 

5 13.1.2. In reviewing projects, seek the improvement of existing commer-
cial lanes and alleys for service uses, and prevent them from be-
ing adversely affected. 

CDD, PS Ongoing 

5 13.2.1. In reviewing projects, consider methods and programs for shared 
use and time management of existing loading facilities. 

CDD, PS Ongoing 
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Chapter 6, Safety and Noise 

6 1.1.1. Identify areas prone to seismic and other geologic hazards, in-
cluding slope instability. 

PS Ongoing 

6 1.1.2. Establish minimum road widths and clearances around structures 
at risk from known geologic hazards. 

PS, CDD Ongoing 

6 1.1.3. Review and update the existing maps of geologic hazards. CDD Ongoing 

6 1.1.4. Require appropriate mitigations for new development or rede-
velopment in areas prone to seismic and other geologic hazards. 

CDD Ongoing 

6 1.2.1. “Identify high risk areas after taking into account soil stability, 
history of soil slippage, proximity to earthquake faults, slope 
grade, accessibility, and drainage conditions, and continue to 
assign low intensity uses, not exceeding a density of one dwelling 
unit per 20 acres to such areas. Responsibility: City Council.” 

CDD Ongoing 

6 1.2.2. As updated seismic-hazard zone maps become available, incor-
porate them in the general plan. 

CDD Ongoing 

6 1.2.3 Identify areas where surface ruptures are most likely to occur and 
cause damage to human-made structures, such as dams. 

PS Ongoing 

6 1.2.4. For development proposals submitted in areas near earthquake 
fault zones listed under the Alquist-Priolo Act, require a geotech-
nical evaluation to identify hazard mitigation measures needed to 
reduce the risk to life and property from earthquake-induced 
hazards. 

CDD Ongoing 

6 1.2.5. For development proposals submitted in areas near high or very 
high liquefaction-susceptibility areas, require a geotechnical 
evaluation including mitigation measures needed to reduce the 
risk to life and property from liquefaction-induced hazards. 

CDD Ongoing 

6 2.1.1. Limit impervious surface in flood prone areas. PS Ongoing 

6 2.1.2. Limit runoff in flood-prone areas. PS Ongoing 

6 2.1.3. Work with the County to adopt similar standards for unincorpo-
rated parts of the Planning Area. 

PS, CDD Ongoing 

6 2.1.4. Collect drainage fees for projects in designated drainage im-
provement areas. 

PS Ongoing 

6 2.1.5. Work with creekside property owners to reduce and mitigate 
flood hazards. 

PS Ongoing 

6 3.1.1. Work with Central Contra Costa Solid Waste Authority 
(CCCSWA) to ensure that options are available for:  

• Full service hazardous material disposal; 
• Household and small business hazardous waste dis-

posal; 
• Convenient economical drop-off and/or pickup of used 

motor oil and antifreeze; 
• Convenient, economical drop-off and/or pickup of uni-

versal waste (e.g., computer monitors, televisions, con-
sumer electronic devices, batteries). 

PS Ongoing 

6 3.2.1. Carefully examine proposed mixed-use areas and plans with re-
spect to presence or prospective presence of hazardous materials. 

CDD Ongoing 
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6 3.4.1. Designate hazardous-material carrier routes that direct hazardous 
materials away from populated and other sensitive areas. 

PS, PD Ongoing 

6 3.4.2. Prohibit hazardous-materials transport vehicles from parking on 
city streets.  

PS Ongoing 

6 3.4.3. Require, as much as possible, that new pipelines and other chan-
nels carrying hazardous materials be placed to avoid residential 
areas and, in particular, areas where the population is less mobile 
(e.g., convalescent homes). 

PS Ongoing 

6 3.5.1. Require environmental investigation for hazardous materials 
when reviewing applications for new development in former 
commercial or industrial areas. 

CDD Ongoing 

6 3.6.1. Require environmental investigations stipulated by State and 
County regulations for potential hazardous material releases 
from prior uses, as well as for lead and asbestos present in build-
ing materials. 

CDD Ongoing 

6 4.2.1. Require that all new development or redevelopment plans be 
submitted to the Fire District for review. 

CDD Ongoing 

6 4.2.2. Require greenbelt zones, and fire-resistant landscaping and build-
ing materials in developments in and on the edges of higher risk 
areas. 

CDD Ongoing 

6 4.2.3. Establish minimum road widths and clearances around structures 
in high- and extreme fire risk areas. 

CDD, PS Ongoing 

6 4.2.4. Working with the Contra Costa County Fire Protection District, 
use nuisance ordinances to reduce the risks of dry grasses. 

CDD Ongoing 

6 5.5.1. Incorporate crime reduction and public-safety features in the de-
sign and planning of private and public projects.  

CDD, PD Ongoing 

6 5.5.2. Submit all discretionary permits to the Police Department for 
analysis of and recommendations to reduce impacts on police 
services. 

CDD Ongoing 

6 6.1.1. Prepare and adopt a list and map of evacuation routes. PS, PD Ongoing 

6 6.1.2. Regularly review and update the Emergency Operations Plan.  PD Ongoing 

6 6.1.3. Following a disaster, require the screening of debris for hazard-
ous materials before allowing reuse or recycling. 

PS, CDD Ongoing 

6 6.2.1. Include a map of critical facilities in the Emergency Operations 
Plan. 

PD Ongoing 

6 7.1.1. Work with water agencies and the Fire District to ensure the 
availability of an adequate water supply, particularly during 
peak load periods, to serve firefighting needs. 

PS, CDD Ongoing 

6 8.2.1. For new single-family residential projects, use a standard of 60 
Ldn for exterior noise in private use areas. 

CDD Ongoing 

6 8.2.2. For new multifamily residential projects, and for the residential 
component of mixed-use development, use a standard of 65 Ldn 
in outdoor areas, excluding balconies. 

CDD Ongoing 

6 8.2.3. Strive for a maximum interior noise level at 45 Ldn in all new 
residential units. 

CDD Ongoing 

April 4, 2006 Walnut Creek General Plan 2025 8-27 



Chapter 8, Implementation 

Chapter Action 
Number Action Responsible 

Department Timeframe 

6 8.2.4. For new downtown mixed-use development or for new residen-
tial development affected by noise from BART or helicopters, 
ensure that maximum noise levels do not exceed 50 Ldn  in bed-
rooms and 55 Ldn  in other rooms. 

CDD Ongoing 

6 8.2.5. Establish single-event noise standards for new downtown mixed 
-use development or for new residential development affected by 
noise from BART or helicopters. 

CDD Short-term 

6 9.1.1. Require the evaluation of noise mitigation measures for projects 
that would cause a substantial increase in noise. 

CDD Ongoing 

6 9.2.1. Install quiet pavement surfaces for repaving projects, where fea-
sible. 

PS Ongoing 

6 9.2.2. Control vehicle-related noise. PD Ongoing 
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Chapter 7, Governance 
7 1.3.1. Establish and maintain cooperative relationships with neighbor-

ing and regional governments and civic organizations. 
All Ongoing 

7 2.1.1. Provide open and highly interactive processes. All Ongoing 

7 2.1.2. Encourage the formation and operation of neighborhood and 
civic organizations. 

All Ongoing 

7 2.1.3. Provide opportunities for and encourage neighborhood and 
community organizations to communicate local priorities and 
concerns to the City. 

All Ongoing 

7 2.1.4. Work with neighborhood and community organizations on emer-
gency preparedness and security programs.  

PD, CM Ongoing 

7 2.1.5. Encourage participation in local elections. CM Ongoing 

7 2.3.1. Promote the use of technology in providing public information 
and obtaining public input. 

ASD, CM Ongoing 

7 2.3.2. Provide technologically advanced communication opportunities 
at city libraries. 

ARCS, County 
Library 

Ongoing 

7 2.3.3. Work with technology providers to improve and expand com-
munications systems in the city. 

ASD Ongoing 

7 4.1.1. Partner with local civic organizations whose activities and actions 
will help achieve City goals. 

All Ongoing 

7 4.1.2. Continue and expand opportunities and venues for civic organi-
zations serving the City to offer information about and to publi-
cize their goals, programs, and services to the public.  

All Ongoing 

7 4.1.3. Allocate City staff time and resources to volunteer-initiated pro-
jects that otherwise could not be accomplished. 

CM Ongoing 

7 4.1.4. Recognize and support the efforts of individual, group, and busi-
ness volunteers within the city. 

All Ongoing 

7 5.1.1. Annually review and refine the City’s Long Term Financial Plan. ASD Ongoing 

7 5.1.2. At least every two years, review the level of fees charged for City 
programs and services. 

All Ongoing 

7 6.1.1. In cooperation with other public agencies and civic organizations, 
create and distribute information and maps on subjects important 
to the community. 

All Ongoing 

7 6.1.2. In cooperation with other public agencies and civic organizations, 
sponsor workshops on topics important to the community. 

CM Ongoing 

7 6.1.3. Display posters and banners throughout the city highlighting 
special events, including those at local parks. 

ARCS Ongoing 
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